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Dawoud Bey Photographs: Portraits 
April 1 - June 19, 1994 

The Cleveland Museum of Art’s ongoing series of photography exhibitions in galleiy 105 continues 
with Dawoud Bey Photographs: Portraits, a show of seven large color works opening April 1. 
Dawoud Bey, who grew up in Queens, New York, and earned a Masters degree from Yale, used the 
Polaroid 20x24-inch view camera to create the images in this exhibition. The enormous 235-pound 
studio machine, of which only five exist in the world, uses the same basic print-creation process as 
the hand-held instant cameras with which most Americans are familiar, except it is nearly as big as 
a Yugo and makes prints that are about 25 times the size of a typical snapshot. Since the photo- 
graphic emulsion is the same fine-grain formula used in the smaller sizes, the camera produces 
prints of exceptional detail and subtlety. 

Bey uses the medium’s unique capacity for visual impact to explore personalities and their 
interrelationships. Often he divides portions of his subjects among multiple images made from 
slightly different perspectives (and at sUghtly different times), then groups prints together to create 
works that convey his impressions of the people posing for him. Other works are single-image 
portraits in the traditional head-and-shoulders format, but reflecting stiU the photographer’s astute 
eye for character. Since each image is 20 by 24 inches, the faces are frequently larger than life size, 
and the personalities embodied in them seem to project out into the gaUery. Bey’s subjects include 
his family and friends, and people from the neighborhoods where he has lived; two of these are 
photographers Michael Spano and Loma Simpson, each memorably portrayed here. Recent projects 
have included a recent residency in Chicago, where Bey spent time photographing and teaching 
photography to irmer-city high school and college students. “Museums aU over the world are filled 
with portraits that moneyed people were able to commission of themselves,” he told the Chicago 
Tribune. “I like to bring the same attention to ordinary people. And as a people whose images have 
been ridiculed extensively in this country, I particularly like to give this attention to black people.” 
Bey’s compelling portraits will be on view at the Museum through June 19. 
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